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Desert Express

Self-drive in Namibia

V
ic

to
ria

 F
al

ls,
 Z

im
ba

bw
e

12 Dream the destination... Live the journey.

H
ea

di
ng

D
es

er
t 

Ex
pr

es
s 

&
 S

el
f-d

riv
e 

in
 N

am
ib

ia

28

Travel along Africa’s great open spaces in comfort and style on the Desert 
Express from Windhoek to Swakopmund, or vice-versa. This modern, uniquely 
African train started winding its way through the magnificent Namib Desert in 
1998. A journey on the Desert Express provides a unique opportunity to explore 
the natural wonders of Namibia’s wide open spaces and also offers excursions to 
some of the most exotic destinations en route. Enjoy unique desert scenery as 
you travel in luxury and comfort through the ancient Namib Desert.

Self drive holidays are a wonderful way to 
explore Namibia. Avis Rent a Car is the leading 
South African Car Rental Company, its success  
underpinned by the Avis Brand Ambassador  
programme. Each Avis staff member has made 
a personal commitment to exceed customer 
expectations at every interface. Avis offers budget 
Namibia car rental at Windhoek Airport, Walvis  
Bay Airport, Swakopmund and other convenient 
locations. 

WINDHOEK – SWAKOPMUND (FRIDAYS)	 Winter	 Summer  

Check in at Windhoek Station	 11:00	 12:00
Departure from Windhoek Station	 12:00	 13:00
Late afternoon game drive with sundowner app. 2 hours 
Enjoy drinks in Spitzkoppe lounge, prepare for dinner
Dinner in Welwitschia Restaurant	 19:00	 19:00
View stars outside 		
Breakfast	 07:00	 07:00
Arrival at  Rand Rifles for dune excursion 	 08:00	 08:00
Departure from Rand Rifles	 09:17	 09:17
Arrival at Swakopmund Station	 10:00	 10:00

SWAKOPMUND – WINDHOEK (SATURDAYS)	 Winter	 Summer  

Check in at Swakopmund Station	 14:00	 14:00
Departure from Swakopmund Station	 15:00	 15:00
Late afternoon sundowner  
Enjoy drinks in Spitzkoppe lounge, prepare for dinner
Dinner in Welwitschia Restaurant 	 19:00	 19:00
View stars outside 		
Breakfast	 07:00	 07:00
Arrival at  Lion Feed	 08:00	 08:00
Departure from Lion Feed 	 09:30	 09:30
Arrival at Windhoek Station	 10:30	 10:30

Price from R1 875 pp sharing including accommodation, dinner, breakfast and 2 excusions

Thompsons Self-drive Tips

• Fill up at every opportunity, you never know when  
   you’ll find another operational filling station.
• Drive cautiously, only 11% of Namibia’s roads are  
   tarred.

Namibia’s Unique Rail Experience

Desert Express is a product of


